ee 


FROM: Rex T. Westerfield 
Regional Manager - Public Relations 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


2711 McKinney Avenue, Suite B 


Dallas, Texas 75204 (214) TA 7 7822 
June 29, 1966 


In light of an individual making a television statement that The 
John Birch Society planned to picket the union convention in Harlingen 
last Sunday, and in light of various press inquiries, we feel it 
necessary to make a statement pertaining to the National Farm 
Worker's Association (NFWA) "strike" in the Texas Valley. 

The Rio Grande City ''strike'' follows a pattern that has been 
utilized in other parts of our country and certainly is the exact 
pattern of the ''grape strike' in Delano, California. The NFWA 
does not appear to be a legitimate recognized union actually working 
to improve wages and working conditions for the workers. In Delano, 
the NFWA, led by Cesar Chavez, attempted to get the workers to 
strike and the wages they were demanding were less than the wages 
most of the workers were already making. They imported agitators, 
rabal-rousers and revolutionaries into Delano which did nothing but 


create confusion, and emnity between the workers and the growers. 


Here, in Texas, these imported, self proclaimed revolutionaries, 
Dolores Huerta, Eugene Nelson, and other graduates of the Sol 
Alinsky 'school'' seem to have created a problem for themselves. 
The workers don't want to strike - - instead they are staying in the 
fields and working. We have a strike without workers - - with 
“outsiders'' demanding lower, not higher pay. We hear slogans 
right out of a dozen Communist revolutionary organizations. The 
strikers are all generals - - there is no army. 

Members of The John Birch Society have been diligently working 
to create understanding and harmony between the workers and the 
growers and between the Latin Americans and the North Americans. 
This work has been done by word of mouth and by the printed word. 


The principal document that has been circulated is a reprint of an 


article from the June issue of American Opinion magazine entitled 


'The Grapes'. This article was circulated to law enforcement officers, 
the press and others so that it could be easily seen who was directing 
the strike’. Our members well remember the words of George 
Washington, ''Truth will ultimately prevail where there is pains taken 

to bring it to light’ and the words of our founder, Robert Welch, 
‘Education is our total strategy, truth is our only weapon". All 

efforts extended by members of The John Birch Society, under 
direction of the Society, are always with dignity. Our members do not 
involve themselves in picketing, demonstrating, sit-in's, stand-in's- - 
and all the other "in's" that are so far out. 


f{tnore) 


In answer to questions pertaining to statements and actions 
by the various priests and members of the Catholic Church, we 
simply state that we have no more business interfering in the 
activities of the Catholic Church than does one priest from one 


diocese have in interfering in labor disputes in another diocese. 


We commend the law enforcement officers, including all 


local police and the Texas Rangers for their very effective protection 
of the citizens both their lives and their property and for the 


maintaining of law and order at all times. 
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August 5, 1966 


Fr. Sherrill Smith 
211 Nolan Street 
San Antonio, Texas 
78202 


Dear sir: 


This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of August 3. In 
response to your first statement as to being in doubt as to 
whether to laugh or cry -- you went on for ten pages of crying 
so I assume you reached a decision. 


First, let me state that even though we have a divergence of 
thinking, let us both be thankful that we live in a land where 
we can have this difference of thinking and can express it 
openly. 


Your letter praises "democracy". Of course, one of the most 
outstanding examples of democracy was 2000 years ago when 
Pilate asked the public what he should do with the prisoner -- 
they voted and the majority shouted, "Crucify Him, crucify 
Him". Not only were the rights of the minority destroyed, 
but they crucified The Christ. Another great example comes 
from the Cld Testament in which 11 brothers voted to sell one 
brother into slavery. In fact, they didn't even allow Joseph 
to vote, but if he had, it would have been an 11 - 1 majority 
for slavery. And yet you praise "comradeship", "liberalism" 
and democracy". This is as great a contrast as it is to find 
people who are supposedly men and women of God participating 
in a demonstration or march. I can only recall one march 
that our Saviour took -- and that was to Golgatha. The 
significant difference is that He sacrificed Himself. 


You quote from "one observer'' who praises Cesar Chavez. 
I would be most interested in learning who this one observer is, 


You state that the NFWA has done this with no help from the 
government. I beg to differ with you. "For instance, the other 
Caesar, the one in Washington, has granted the revolutionary 
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NFWA $278, 000 from the War on Poverty Program, though 
the funds have been delayed because some local Victorians 
objected to tax money being used to recruit "union'' members 
and to encourage revolution. '"' (American Opinion, June, 1966, 
page 4.) Meanwhile, Cesar is forced to subsist on the meager 
donations of the National Council of Churches, The Roman 
Catholic Charities and The Communist Party U.S.A. 


Your comments pertaining to our creating understanding and 
harmony are based upon total ignorance of what was said. I 
think you are aware that we are not promoting injustice but 
we are saying that there is a Christian way in which these 
problems can be solved and this is not done by creating strife 
and hatred -- but rather with love. 


Your admission that this is a "revolucion" and your comment 

of Communist support and financial aid of ''so what?! is appalling, 
Jesus said bitter and sweet water does not come from the same — 
fountain. Therefore, it is somewhat confusing to find people 
talking out of both sides of their mouths. 


You stated, "I watched one valley priest cry crocodile tears as 
he listed the hardships the farmers have to endure". I also 
watched one Valley priest cry at the things that were being done 
in the name of the Church. 


Pertaining to the Communist support, you say, 'Though they 
(Communist) cry it the louder and in perfect unison with us, 
it is not about to silence our shout...''. It certainly would 
appear that crying together and in unison plus financial sup- 
port does not indicate that they were attempting to silence 
your shout. 


I am shocked at your statement that in case after case when 
the Communist Conspiracy cooperated with and supported a 
movement it was to the advantage of the movement. Please 
name one -- that was a righteous and good movement. 


You mentioned that we want to save a system "that requires a 
surplus of bodies and sweat to deliver food to our tables."" We 
find no quarrel with the American system of government -- a 


Fr. Sherril Smith 
August 5, 1966 


page 3 


free republic, we find no quarrel with the free enterprise 
system -- we do strongly oppose socalism, Communism, 
tyranny, terror, violence and slavery whether it be by 
government or by a collective group of people fighting for 
their "rights". You state that "revolucion" is a foreign 
word but not essentially different from the things shouted 
by our early founding fathers. Surely you can see that the 
revolution by our founding fathers was against tyranny and 
for freedom, in particular, the freedom of religion. This 
is in marked contrast to the "revolucion" of today which is 
revolting against the American Constitution and principles. 
In fact, most loyal Americans find it revolting -- period. 


The entire tone of your letter is defensive. You are 
defending the Communist support and participation and 
screaming accusations at anyone who would dare criticize 
--- this defense is incredible, 


You charge me with being stubborn, ignorant, etc. but no where 
in your 10 page letter did you find it in your heart to place 

me in your prayers -- may I assure you that you and the 

farm workers and the growers are in mine. 


Sincerely, 


7 5 a, By mL 


Rex Westerfield 
Regional Manager - Public Relations 


RWik 


cor KEWA, Rio Grande City, Texas 
NFWA, Delano, Calif. 
Associated Press, Harlingen 
Alamo Messenger, San Antonio 
Bishops! Committee for the Spanish Speaking 
Social Action Department, NCWC 
Texas AFL-CIO 


Since Fr. Smith's letter was sent to the news media, 
he apparently wishes to discuss it openly. Therefore, 
we are answering it openly. 


sree, - 
NO erreeeenscer 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
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2711 McKinney Avenue 
Dollas, Texas 75204 


National Farm Workers Association 


Rio Grande City, 


Texas 


